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without any restrictions whatsoever. This haughty demand of
Aurangzib exasperated Sikander who sent a spirited reply,
asking the former to remove the outposts that his generals had
established in Bijapur territory without any previous permis-
sion. He also demanded from the Emperor to return him the
tribute that had been unlawfully exacted from his predecessors,
by the Mughal Government. Intelligence was also brought to
Aurangzib that Sikander was secretly helping the Marathas.
So, he decided to annex his kingdom in order to strengthen the
Imperial resources for the impending struggle for supremacy
in the Deccan.
Prince Aczam was sent to lay siege to Bijapur in March
1685, and a large army was despatched under his command.
Sikander entrusted the defence of his kingdom to Sayyid
Makhdum, surnamed Sharza Khan, who was a military ex-
pert and a man of considerable resource. He also invited his
vassal Pern Nayak, chief of the Berad clan, to harass the
Mughal armies. The Mughals routed the Bijapuris under the
command of Sharza Khan on the bank of the Tungabhadra
and inflicted heavy losses. But the Mughal armies under Aczam
were constantly kept harassed by the Bijapuri contingents.
Advancing slowly, they laid siege to Bijapur and established
outposts to keep up their communications with the Emperor
at Sholapur. These communications were cut off by the
armies of Pern Nayak and Sidd! Mas'ud, who, in response to
Sikander's appeal, came to offer help against the Mughal
advance which they considered to be dangerous for their own
existence as well. Abu'l Hasan of Golconda also sent a con-
tingent under Ambajl Pandit, in spite of the warning sent to
him by Aurangzib on this occasion. These forces occupied the
country in the neighbourhood of Bijapur and prevented all
provisions from reaching the besieging army of Prince Aezam.
The Emperor was anxious on account of the famine prevailing
in A'zam's camp. Grain became very dear and the hungry
soldiery felt too dispirited to continue the siege for long. On
hearing this the Emperor advised his son to raise the siege.
The Prince considered retreat to be beneath his dignity; he
held a council of his experienced officers, seeking their advice
what to do. He also showed them the letter he had recced
from the Emperor. He especially asked the opinion of Hasan

